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Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts  
Board of Directors/Bios 2018 

 

 

Catherine Jautz Bailey – Director at Large 

A weaver since 1984, Catherine became interested in weaving by trying out a primitive loom 

at Pioneer Village, a local historic museum. She has taken many classes to build her weaving 

skills including seminars offered by Midwest Weavers and the Wisconsin Handweavers 

organization. She is a member of the Cedarburg Artists Guild. 

 

Margaret Barkley – Vice President 

Margaret Barkley is retired from Northwestern Mutual where she was a Regional Director 

responsible for strategic planning in various business lines. She was Director of a college 

library/learning center in Illinois for 16 years before that and has a teacher certificate. Her 

special interests are planning (strategic and operations); library administration, acquisitions, 

and inventory management; marketing, business development consulting, teaching, and 

public speaking.  

 

Carol Butzke – Collections Director  

Carol is a quilt maker, teacher, lecturer, quilt collector and National Quilting Assoc. Certified 

judge. She is also a member of PAAQT, the Professional Assoc. of Appraisers--Quilted Textiles. 

She presently serves as a board member for the American Quilter' Society Certification 

Committee and an instructor for the AQS Certification Program. Her numerous quilt awards 

and exhibitions include: 

 Great American Quilt Festival in Honor of the Statue of Liberty, New York, NY, quilt 

“Bright Hopes, Bright Promise,” represented Wisconsin and was one of seven quilts to 

receive special recognition. 

 American Quilters Society Show, Paducah, KY, first place, traditional, pieced 

professional category 

 Smokey Mountain Quilt Show and Competition, Knoxville, TN, first place, pieced quilt and 

Best Traditional Quilt. 

 Quilters Unlimited Showcase, Kansas City, MO, Grand Showcase Award (Best of Show) 

 Ultimate Quilt Search Sponsored by Quilters Newsletter, Quiltmaker and McCalls 

Quilting magazines in conjunction with the Houston Quilt Festival to exhibit the best 

quilts of the 20th century. Served as member of the selection committee and as a 

contributor to “The Twentieth Century’s Best American Quilts.” 

 Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Simi, CA, quilt on loan for three month special 

exhibit, “History through Quilts.” 

 

Carol is a graduate of the Milwaukee County Hospital School of Nursing, now part of 

Milwaukee School of Engineering, Milwaukee, Wis., and is a registered professional nurse. 

 

Emily Clubb – Secretary 

Emily Clubb is an attorney with U.S. Bank. She was previously an attorney at Reinhart Boerner 

Van Deuren S.C., specializing in corporate finance. She is both a Badger and a Golden Eagle, 

attending UW-Madison as an undergraduate (economics and history) and Marquette 



WMQFA                                                                     2018 Board Member/Bios                                                              Page 2 

 

University for law school. When she is not in the office, you can find Emily outside on a run, in 

the garden or spending time with her family. Emily is a hobby sewer and appreciates the 

talents of those who have true sewing skills. Emily lives in Grafton with her husband and child. 

 

Peter Damsgaard – President 

Peter is an architect with Groth Design Group in Cedarburg. Peter grew up in Northern Chester 

County, Pennsylvania, approximately 40 miles northwest of Philadelphia.  This unique 

landscape exposed him to numerous historic structures and an active preservation 

community.  While at Tufts University, he focused on his longtime fascination with building and 

design and concluded his undergraduate work with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Architectural 

Studies.  His education continued at Washington University in St. Louis where he earned a 

Master of Architecture.  Throughout his academic and professional career, he has served in 

various leadership positions in athletics, student government, community service, and through 

scholarships.  

 

Peter and his wife Sara moved to Wisconsin six years ago and have two sons.  They both 

strongly believe in supporting the local arts community.   

 

Robert Gross – Past Treasurer 

Robert Gross is a CPA with many years of experience with a Fortune 500 company and other 

smaller companies in executive-level financial planning and management, strategic planning, 

and accounting. He has designed accounting, bookkeeping, and point of sale systems.  

 

Judy Wasserman Hearst – Director at Large 

Judy Hearst has enjoyed a 30 year career in real estate, and is currently vice president and 

regional director of Coldwell Bankers’ southeast Wisconsin business. Hearst's father was in real 

estate, but when she came over to the business in 1986 it was the start of a second career. For 

years she had been a fiber artist, working as a weaver and quilt-maker.  Hearst is an artist by 

calling and training. Early on she achieved notable commercial success with her 

contemporary art quilts that were featured in such publications as Vogue and Quilter’s 

Newsletter.   

 

Lee Heinrich – Membership 

Lee Heinrich began her career as a news reporter, writer, and editor. Later, she made a career 

change to graphic design, spending 10+ years designing everything from newsletters and 

magazine articles to wedding invitations. In 2007, she started sewing and launched a new 

career. She now has her own line of quilt patterns and co-authored the book Vintage Quilt 

Revival: 22 Modern Designs from Classic Blocks in 2013. Lee is also a nationally-recognized artist 

and speaker in the growing modern quilting movement.  

 

Judy Jepson – Historian 

As WMQFA Historian, Judy collects, sorts and organizes newspaper and magazine articles and 

photos of our museum’s events and history, which can then be used for study and future 

reference.  She has been interested in history and historic preservation for over 25 years.  

During that time she has served on various boards, commissions and committees in the 

Cedarburg area, as well as in Milwaukee and Madison.   
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In addition to serving as the WMQFA Historian for many years, Judy is currently on the board of 

directors of the Ozaukee County Historical Society, is chair of the City of Cedarburg Landmarks 

Commission, serves on the Historic Properties Committee of the Cedarburg Cultural Center, 

and is working on getting a Cedarburg museum started in the near future. 

 

Rahim Keval – Treasurer  

Rahim Keval grew up in Cedarburg and started working at Ozaukee Bank at the age of 17. He 

graduated from UW-Milwaukee with a degree in Finance and has worked at Partnership Bank 

since its creation. He previously worked with Commercial Lending at Partnership and is now 

the Assistant Vice President-Business Banking. Rahim is a member of the Milwaukee Curling 

Club and he and his wife have one child. 

 

Joyce Krueger – Director at Large 

Joyce Krueger has been designing and creating hooked rugs since 1976 and has been 

teaching the art since 1980. Joyce also teaches braiding rugs or braiding around hooked 

pieces. 

  

Joyce is an Accredited McGown Teacher, former Director of the Southern McGown Teachers’ 

Workshop and past secretary of ATHA (Association of Traditional Hooking Artist). A member of 

the McGown Guild, ATHA, the Cream City Rug Hooking Guild and The Greater Chicago 

Teachers’ Guild, Joyce has taught at rug schools nationally and internationally. Joyce now 

teaches for private rug groups and has classes in her home studio in Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

  

Joyce’s many articles about various creative aspects of rug hooking have been written up in 

Rug Hooking Magazine, the ATHA Newsletter and the McGown Newsletter. Her work has also 

been featured on the cover of Rug Hooking Magazine, ATHA Newsletter. Joyce’s rugs have 

also been in Celebrations and several rug hooking books. Joyce’s rugs have received awards 

at Sauder Village, the Wisconsin State Fair, and in the Celebrations publications. 

 

Paul Rushing – Director Building & Grounds 

As the WMQFA looks ahead to restoration of its historic farm buildings and (eventually) 

construction of a second barn for multipurpose use, we are thrilled to have the talents of 

architect Paul Rushing at our disposal.  Paul has lived in Cedarburg for 20 years, and is recently 

retired from Kubala Washatko Architects.  The Grafton Village Center, a mixed-use 

development at the southeast corner of Washington and Highway 60, and the Hotel Grafton 

Apartments are examples of his extraordinary work. 

  

Paul also brings a history of community involvement.  For many years, he has chaired 

Cedarburg's Creek Walk initiative, encouraging property owners from Boy Scout Park to Cedar 

Creek Park to develop business and recreational space facing Cedar Creek.  He is particularly 

proud to point out Creek Walks addition, south of the Columbia Street Bridge where Silver 

Creek Brewing Company faces the creek. 

  

Paul is married to Kit Keller, the Executive Director of the Association of Pedestrian & Bicycle 

Professionals.  He also hopes to spend more time in retirement restoring his 1951 GMC pickup 

and his 1969 Triumph Bonneville motorcycle. 
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Linda Sweek – Marketing Director & Membership 

After a successful 25-year career in marketing, public relations and communications 

leadership roles, Linda Sweek has had the good fortune of pursuing her passion of textile and 

mixed media art by starting her own business – Linda Sweek Designs. Linda also teaches 

workshops and is the co-founder and host of Sew & Sew Retreats. 

 

She has been privileged to exhibit her work in several juried art shows including the Second 

Fiber Arts Biennale: Wisconsin State of the Art at the Wisconsin Museum of Quilts and Fiber Arts, 

Grace Fine Arts Festival and Milwaukee Third Ward Gallery Nights. Her work is sold in numerous 

galleries and gift shops. Awards received include AQS –Grand Rapids 2018 The Ultimate Guild 

Challenge First Place as a member of the Milwaukee Art Quilters,  Martha Stewart American 

Made 2014 Award Nominee, Best of Houzz - 2014 Badge Award Winner, and multiple 

Wisconsin State Fair first, second, third place ribbons in textile categories. 

 

Linda is also a marketing/communications consultant in the areas of strategic planning, 

project management, grant writing, employee engagement, writing, website building and 

content management, brand and creative development, email campaigns and social media 

content. Previously, she has held the position of director of communications and marketing 

with Aurora Health Care, Case New Holland, Chr. Hansen, Blood Center of Wisconsin, Herzing 

University and other prominent organizations.  

 

Linda has a bachelor’s degree in professional communications with honors and a minor in 

liberal arts from Alverno College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She also studied textile and folk art in 

the U.S., Mexico and Europe, and has explored art at 22 museums from Paris to Florence, 

Vienna to London, Chicago to Honolulu, New York to Mexico City and beyond.  

 

Linda Vargo – Volunteer Director 

Linda became interested in helping at WMQFA when she heard there was a need for more 

volunteers. She adeptly stepped in to help with our donor event at a moment’s notice, and 

has been a regular gift shop volunteer ever since. She already felt that the museum was a 

unique place to visit, putting her in touch with her love of art, design and fashion 

merchandising. Linda took many art classes in high school, and went on to study fashion 

merchandising early in her adult life. She has passed the interest on to her daughter who is a 

Fashion Merchandising major at University of Minnesota. Linda sews, but says, “She has not 

quite found the patience for quilting.”  

Linda has 10 years retail sales experience in a department store, and 15 years working as a 

customer representative in local dry cleaner. She is a veteran non-profit volunteer having 

worked with the Girl Scouts for 10 years and the St. Vincent de Paul Society for 10 years. She 

feels that her experience is a good match for working in the Gift Shop where she enjoys 

meeting our museum visitors, and working with other volunteers. 

 

Kay Walters – Past President Emeritus 

Joining the Wisconsin Quilt History Project, Inc. Board in 1991, Kay Walters brought her business 

background, educational pursuits and professional interests to the scene.  In 1981, Walters 

purchased an1860 wool picker and card to make wool batting that established her business, 

the Cedarburg Woolen Mill.  There she restored a circa 1900 building in downtown Cedarburg 

for use as a retail store, classroom, and wool processing business.  She teaches classes in 

weaving, spinning, quilting and other fiber arts. 
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“My vision for WMQFA has been formulated through the years of documentation, a published 

book, Wisconsin Quilts:  Stories in the Stitches, purchase of the farm in 2001, and finally 

construction of a year around facility using the entire historic site to attract people to learn, 

observe, and enjoy the creativity of quilts, fiber arts and 1870 stone structures.”   

 

Walters graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with degrees in Clothing & Textiles 

and Home Economics Education.  She continues her passion for teaching in her volunteer 

work with the museum.   

 

Marilynn Wilke – Recording Secretary 

An Illinois native who grew up sewing, Marilynn graduated with a BS and MS in Education from 

Eastern Illinois University.  With a relocation to Wisconsin in 1979, and a career change, 

Marilynn and her husband, Lynn Carpenter, settled in the town of Cedarburg where they have 

resided ever since.  Upon retirement from U.S. Bank in 2012, after 33 years in the Information 

Systems division of the company, Marilynn has found a volunteer home at the WMQFA - and 

time to pursue her love of fabric and sewing. 


